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Claim Amendments 




1 . (currently amended) A multiple-protocol home location register comprising: 
a receiver for receiving, from a requesting network of at least two requesting networks, a 
network request according to one of at least two network protocols; 

a processor, within the multiple-protocol home location register, for processing the 
network request utilizing a common source of data and common control procedures for the at 
least two network protocols to obtain information requested by the network request; 

a transmitter, operably coupled to the processor, for relaying the requested information to 
the requesting network; 

a standatone HLR for each wireless network of the at least two requesting networks: 
a server for each wireline network of the at least two requesting networks: 
wherein the prooossor oomprises oa e or mor e protoooi gateway s , op e mbly ooupled to a 
databas e that provides tho oommon aource of dato^ wh e r e in th e on e or moro protoool gotowayii 
or e orrangod and oonatruot e d to interpret nctwoA r e qu e sts and g e n e rat e , utilizing the oontmon 
control proc e dures for the at least t^'o notwork protooolo, one or mor e qu e ries to th e dotabofl e 

wherein the processor comprises a provisioning gateway configured to distribute user 
data between the standalone HLR and the server within the midtiple-protocol home location 
registen 

wherein the processor comprise a mediation device coupled to the provisioning aatewav. 
the standalone HLR, and the server: 

wherein the mediation device is configured to one or more of generate netwoA messages, 
translate network messages, 6Uid emulate one or more of gateway mobile switching centers, 
visited mobile switching[ centers, and message centers . 
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2. (canceled) 

3- (cxmentiy amended) The multiple-protocol home location register of claim 1, 

wherein the processor comprises one or more application gateways, operably coupled to a 
database that provides 4he-a common source of data» wherein the one or more application 
gateways ok arranged and constructed to interpret messages and generate, utilizing the common 
control procedures, one or more queri^ to the database. 
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4. (currently amended) A method comprising the steps of; 

receiving, by a multiple-protocol home location register, a network request from a 
reqxiesting netw^ork of at least two requesting networks, wherein the network request is composed 
according to one of at least two network protocol s, wherein the multiple-protocol home location 
register comprises a provisioning gateway, a mediation device^ a standalone HLR for each 
wireless network o f the at least two requesting networks, and a server for each wireline network 
of the at least two requesting networics: 

processing the network request r equosts using a common Bourco of data and cnmmon 
control proccdur e a for tho two or more protocols to obtain information roquoat e d b^^ the notwork 
feqtiestthrough em ployment of the prpvisioning gateway to obtain user data for the network 
request : 

relaying the r e qu e st e d infonnati e Buser data to the requesting network; 
wherein the step of processing comprises Ae steps of: 

interpreting the network request according to rules associated with one of the at 
least two network protocols; 

generating a common command related to the network request; 

generating at least one query related to the network request through emplojment 
of the common command and relaying the at least one query to a subscriber database; 

receiving the requested information from the subscriber database. 

5-6. (canceled) 

7, (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of processing further comprises 
the step of providing an interworidng function between the two or more protocols. 
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8. (currently amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by a first protocol got e wav standalone home location register, a first message 
fixjm a first network utilizing a first network protocol of a plurality of network protocols; 

interpreting the first message according to rules associated with the first network 
protocol; 

generating a conmnand based on the interpretation of the first messag e through 
employm ent of a mediation device, wherein the conmiand is one of a set of commands utilized 
by a database manager, the first protocol gateway, and a second protocol gateway; 

generating at least one query based on the command and relaying the at least one query to 
a subscriber databas e bv a provisioning gateway : 

receiving at least one response to the at least one query related to the first message; 

relaying the at Jeast one response to the first network. 
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9. (currently amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving, by the first protocol got o way standalone home location register, a second 

message from a second network utilizing a second network protocol of the plxirality of network 
protocols; 

interpreting the second message according to rules associated with the second network 
protocol; 

generating a second command based on the interpretation of the first messag e through 
employment of the mediation device : 

generating at least another query related to the second command and relasdng the at least 
another query related to the message to the subscriber databas e by the provisioning gateway : 

receiving at least one response to the at least another query related to the second message; 

relaying, to the second network, the at least one response to the at least another query 
related to the second message. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the steps of interpreting 
and generating are common to the first protocol gateway s tandalone home location register a nd 
the second protoool jajat e vvay standalone home location registCT . 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the step of receiving the message 
terminates the network protocol, 

12. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the rules associated with the network 
protocol comprise at least one conrmaunication standard. 
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13. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the plurality of network protocols 
comprises at least two of ANSI-41, GSM MAP, SIP, H.323, AAA, and M-IP. 

14. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the network protocols transport at least 
one of voice* data, and multimedia via at least one of wireline and wireless communication 
media, 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the subscriber d atabase 
comprises data for a plurality of communication devices and data utilized by at least two 
networks. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein the data comprises user profile 
infomiation. 

17. (previously presented) The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of 
generating at least another query related to a message j&om an application server and upon 
receiving a response to the at least another query, relaying the response to the application server. 

18. (original) The method of claim 8» further comprising the step of providing an 
interworidng fimction between the first network protocol and a second network protocol. 

19-33. (canceled) 
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34. (currently amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a message from a first network via a first protocol gateway standalone home 
location register : 

processing the message according to a procedure conmion to the first protocol gatowoy 
standalon e home location register, a aeoond protoool gatowa vmediation device, and a 
provisioning gatewav databaso ; 

generating at least one database query based on the processed messag e by the 
provisioning gateway : 

relaying the at least one database query to the database comprising data common to a first 
network associated with the first protocol Ratow^gy s tandalone home location register and a 
second network associated with the second protoool ggtowa v standalone home location register : 

receiving a response to the at least one database query and generating a request to the 
second protocol cat e wo v standalone home location register: 

receiving a reply to the request to the second protoool gatowg y standalone home location 
register ; 

generating a message based on the reply; 

relaying the message to the first protoool ggtowav standalone home location register . 

35. (canceled) 

36. (currently amended) The method of claim 34, wherein the response identifies the 
second protocol gatowav standalone home location register . 
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37. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the response ideatifies a 
location for a communication device, 

38. (canceled) 

39. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the reply includes routing 
infomiation. 

40. (original) The method of claim 39, further comprising the step of utilizing the 
routing information to route a call to a communication device located in a coverage area of the 
second network. 
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